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IPA Seeks Pollution Case

‘ainst Pn@ime‘, Drum Firm

‘IE JADRNAK'

45 Service

L KAUFMAN

porter

Environmental Protectlon
JOEPA) Monday asked the
~mney General to prosecute
ne., Reading, for polluting
Creek with deadly chemi-
i dirtying the alr with its

L.
s ved for prosecution

1at. ~rum Service Inc.,,

.res its Reading property
> stockholders with Prls-
1iing the stream.,

5 presentation to the
Jeneral is not a formal
anst Cinelnnatl Drum or

firm which recycles and’

ieful ingredients in haz-

! toxlc Industrial wastes,

-m for safe disposal or to
hem,

neither firm ever has
.y OEPA.,

) have housekeeping
Dr. Riley N. Kinman,
i chalrman of Pristine’s
Monday. ““The water
s coming off our

e ishes over the
! L. .5 up some leaked
.2 said, and although
tinging its incinerator

ZPA specifications, he =

bts there have been
the clean air stand-

‘atl Drum, actountant

said he’d have to talk
Oren Long, president
dent, belore reacting
-2 OEPA decision, He
sached later for com-~

rompted in part by a
-inpt USEPA action,
7 Jennifer Tiell sald
abus office.
of wanted to bent
:ourt,”
s fear heavy federal
‘inal penaitles would
an industrial wasta-
‘.ty, rg.che. than re-
e

AND Cln’cinnn.t.l

Drum, Big Four and Smalley Rds,,

- can operate without polluting, Tiell

sald, and that Is the approach OEPA
is taking in submlitting its evidence
to the Attorney General (AG).

“I think we can work out some-
thing. I hope the ‘AG’ has the same

attitude”

It could be weeks before OEPA
Enows whether the Attorney
General will hale the two Reading

" companies Into Hamllton County

Common Pleas Court and what the
charges might be.

“I think | there is ‘probable- cause.’
My staff agrees with that,” Tilell

" sald,

‘Bven it pollut.lon control prob-
lems are corrected, Tiell says she
wants to go to court; OEPA believes
penalties deter repeat offenses and
warn others.

. OEPA Iinvestigators said they
found "high concentrations” of
lead, zine¢, chromium, iron, va-
nadlum. titanium, arsenic and mer-
cury running into Mill Creek from
Pristine and Cincinnati Drum.

“THE SAME metals that show
up” in the creek were found on Pris-

tine and Ciacinnati Drum property, .

Tlell added. Those poisons come

from leaking or used drums, Tlell’

sald, “and you can’t very well stop
the rain.”

But you can stop the runoff, she
sald, and treat it beforo it allowing
it off the site.

Nelther flrm has dikes or water
treatment facllities which could
avold this problem, Kinman sald,
but “No one has ever provided us
with these recommendations that I
know of.”

OEPA also wants Pristine to
build concreie pads on which to

_ stack the drums. This would make

pollution control more effective,
Tlell said.

Pristine has some concrete pads,
Kinman replled. The firm had sub-
mitted plans to bulld more, but dif-
fercnces with Beading fire officlals
over wiring in the laboraltory shut
the facllity down earlier this year

for a second ti:ze.

“WE STILL plan to pour those
pads,” he added”
Steve Whil2, an OEPA air spe-

cialist In Columbus, rejected Kin-

man’s remarks about smoke from
Pristine’s incinerator. Pristine is
violating its alr pollution permit,

White said, blaming Inadequate

operation and maintenance.

Still, there “really shouldn’t be”
anythlng especlally dangerous
about the smoke just because it
comes from hazardous wastes, he
sald. It’s just that there sometimes
istoomuchof it.

Last December, Pristine wa.s
ordered to modify the Incinerator
and improve its maintenance and
operations. ‘

“We're doing it,” Kinman re-

sponded.
“They are behind on those dead-
lines,” White said.

Pristine’s OEPA incinerator per-
mit expires March 30 and may be
held up until officlals are satisfied
the changes have been made. Kin~
man said he also has heard the
permit may be tled to reductions in
waste drums stored at Pristine.

OEPA SAYS Pristine stockpiles
too much waste on {ts 3.2-acre fa-
cllity, near the Reading well flelds.
Pristine is reducing that backlog,
the result, in part, of technical
problems at the facility, Kinman
said.

The problem is complicated be--
cause the wastes are complex. A

“digester” for Industrial sludge 15 -

still experimental but waste to feed

"1t has been accepted for it, Kinman

sald.

The City of Reading has not
glven Pristine a permit for a build-
ing to house a solvent recovery fa-
cllity, so solvents stored for that
process are belng incinerated, he
continued.

Two closings caused by differ- "

ences with Reading officlals over
drum stacking and wiring have
added to the backlog, Kinman sald.

Today, urder an agreement with .

OEPA, Pristine Is accepting one
drum ot waste for every rlve it
moves out, Kinman said.

MOVING THE old out Is net that
asy, because proper disposal/recov-
ery facilitles for hazardous and
toxic industrial westes are rare.

PRISTINS MANAGER Jack Salier sauses by Incinerator af Reaa ing
facility. .




